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ABSTRACT: The stabilization of
roadfills on abandoned forest
roads is a key component of
forest road deactivation. 
Deactivation requires the use
of tracked excavators to
retrieve potentially unstable
roadfills and restore
hillslope hydrology.  In cases
where access for tracked
excavators is not possible or
too costly, explosives can be
used to stabilize roadfills at
isolated or intermittent
locations.  A methodology for
using explosives to stabilize
roadfills at McNaughton Creek,
British Columbia is discussed.

KEYWORDS-- forest road
stability, deactivation,
stormproofing, explosives

INTRODUCTION

Deactivation, or the
“ deconstruction”  and
“ stormproofing”  of abandoned
forest roads, is often carried
out to prevent landslides
(Moore, 1994).  Deactivation
consists of restoring the
hillslope drainage paths to
pre-road conditions,
stabilizing roadfill by
retrieving fill which may
initiate landslides, and
rehabilitating the road
corridor to increase site
productivity (Baumann et al,
1995).

While most roads can be
deactivated using tracked
excavators, a number of areas


