
Chief Corrina Leween, 
Cheslatta Carrier Nation.

“The Cheslatta Carrier Nation 
has always been proactive in 
our community by establishing 
partnerships in economic 
development, health and community 
services, and have always considered all 
British Columbians to be our partners in 
our ventures. The podium project provides 
a venue to showcase a small part of our 
heritage and our history.”

The Underwater Lodgepole Pine podium is used at Whistler Paralympic Park 
for team biathlon and cross-country skiing events. It is 758 centimetres long, 
490 cm deep, 30 cm at its tallest point and assembled from 262 pieces.

Cheslatta Carrier Nation 
The Cheslatta are known for their resilience to adversity and resourcefulness 
in community and economic development. The 120-resident community continues to 
demonstrate great strength in recovering from the flooding of their homeland during a 
1952 hydro-electric project. Recognized today as forestry entrepreneurs, the Cheslatta have 
partnered with local non-Aboriginal residents and a forest products company in equal 
ownership of a 140-employee mill. The Cheslatta also produce custom dimension lumber, 
hand-crafted canoe paddles, drum frames, carved spirit feathers, jewellery, and giftware from 
Lodgepole Pine.

Cheslatta Nation 
Community Forest   
The community forest is in 
the traditional homelands of 
the Cheslatta people and has 
been in operation since 2002, 
creating long-term employment 
and contributing $1.2 million 
to community projects. 
Revenue has supported an 
ambulance station, bus service 
connecting Cheslatta to the 
regional centre of Burns Lake, 
a school playground, salmon 
smokehouse, legacy dugout 
canoe and community wharf. More than 1.1-million cubic meters of pine have been 
harvested from the community forest and more than six million trees planted. 

Underwater Lodgepole Pine 
The Cheslatta Carrier Nation donated the Underwater Lodgepole Pine. It was harvested from 
the bottom of the Nechako Reservoir through a partnership with Triton Logging, a Canadian 
company that used its remotely-operated, submarine-style, Sawfish™ system to recover trees 
from waters as deep as 100 metres. Due to its being submerged for 60 years, Underwater 
Lodgepole Pine ranges in colour from light brown to deep dark hues. The Cheslatta-operated 
Chief Louie Paddle Company uses the wood for paddles and other specialty products.
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The podiums of the Vancouver 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games 
18 wood types. 23 podiums. Hundreds of stories. 



Mike Robertson, senior policy advisor, Cheslatta Carrier Nation.

“The Cheslatta People are of the land, in a historic and contemporary sense.”

James Rakochy, land, resource and community forest manager.

“We were also intrigued by the project when we heard RONA was going to sponsor 
the construction of the podiums, offering opportunities to the disadvantaged and 
marginal individuals that aren’t as fortunate as the Cheslatta.”

Podium Production
British Columbia’s Ministry of Forests and Range sourced the wood and co-ordinated 
podium production. The rough lumber was converted to panels at Metro Vancouver’s 
Bayview Millworks, a high-end wood product manufacturer and distributor, and cut into 
complex shapes using sophisticated computer controlled machinery at the University 
of British Columbia's state-of-the-art Centre for Advanced Wood Processing. They were 
assembled at Canadian hardware retail leader RONA’s Vancouver 2010 Fabrication Shop, 
a community-based training centre that teaches carpentry skills to new Canadians and 
at-risk youth. 

British Columbia’s Forest Sector
The wood podiums highlight the importance of forestry in British Columbia.  The province 
is a global leader in sustainable forest management and the world’s largest exporter of 
softwood lumber, paper and bio-energy products that help mitigate climate change and 
provide innovative solutions to green building and energy needs. 

Contacts
Chief Corrina Leween and Mike Robertson 
Cheslatta Carrier Nation 
250 694-3334 
cheslattanation@yahoo.com

Ministry of Forests and Range 
Province of British Columbia  
250 387-8482 
PABFOR.MediaRequests@gov.bc.ca

All 23 podium profiles, high definition video, and more information about British Columbia’s 
forest sector are available at www.gov.bc.ca/for and www.naturallywood.com
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