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This pamphlet is the fourth in a series on rangeland
health. For more information, including courses on
this topic, contact your forest district office or the
Forest Practices Branch at (250) 387-6653.
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E X A M P L E S :

• Seeding Uplands Seeding of uplands and logged

areas appeals to many managers, because its potential

for forage production, site stabilization, and enhanced

cover often appears very great. It is not a substitute for

good management and it is typically costly and risky.

• Riparian Plantings A well-vegetated,and hence stable,

streambank preserves water quality and improves fish-

eries and wildlife habitat.Plantings can be used alone to

stabilize eroding streambanks or they can be integrated

into strategies using several tools.

4 Riparian Structures
They are especially important and valuable in riparian

remediation.They can be limited by high costs, but

environmental regulations may also play an important

role in their application.

E X A M P L E S :

• Bank Stabilization and Channel Modification Used

as a substitute for proper grazing management, invest-

ments in structures may be wasted.Improperly designed

or deployed, in-stream structures may accelerate stream

channel and riparian damage.

• Fencing Fences are structures that can have very long

service lives and as structures they can be directed at very

specific goals in riparian management.This is particularly

true of problem areas such as stream crossings,water

access points,and areas where bank damage has

occurred from grazing and/or flooding.Fencing can range

from temporary electric to permanent barbed-wire

fences,to snake or pole fences.

Constraints in using tools
It is in the choice and application of a tool that we may

find a limitation or a problem. Constraints fall into

three categories:

Consider other factors that may become

superimposed such as type of situation, type of

ecosystem and severity of situation.

These examples illustrate that a great range of

conditions and circumstances will influence when a

tool may be used and how it will perform. Personnel

“on the ground” are in the best position to judge,

select, and apply tools and these are the people for

whom this brochure is intended.
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3 Rehabilitation Treatments
These treatments are sometimes needed to repair the

consequences of destructive grazing or logging,

including erosion or flooding, loss of desirable plant

species, lowered productivity, and ground squirrel

infestation. Considerable expertise is necessary for

successful rehabilitation.

Rip rap to prevent

bank erosion

Barbed-wire fence with 

an electric off-set

I M P O R TA N T  CO N S T R A I N T S  I N  A P P LY I N G  R A N G E  M A N AG E M E N T  TO O L S :

C L I M A T E

• Ecological
• Soils
• Physiography
• Plant and animal 

populations
• Ecosystem stability 

and function
• Brittleness

F I N A N C I A L

R E S O U R C E S

• Economic 
• Costs and expenses
• Markets
• Land values

H E A L T H  A N D  

S A F E T Y  I S S U E S

• Social/legal climate
• Laws, rules,

and regulations
• Community values 

and beliefs
• Political considerations
• Human paradigms
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