ECOSYSTEMS DESTROYED

Off-Road Vehicles Play an Increasing Role

A pristine and complex masterpiece, balanced by nature,
but damaged by man, is left struggling for life. “e

Dezpite-a remarkable resilience and ability ta recossrn there arelimits be-_."i;m.:l whiich nature
may not be restored, At this point our resource |5 lost, thelandscapes which wa: knowr and
efnjoy are erased forever along with' thelr inhabitants.

It may be fun but....  Theénvironment pays a Bigh price—particularly on
: fragile sites. The cost of restorafionds high not
negotiable and sometimes not ap option

Be a ra's-pun_sihle steward of the land




In the aftermath...from beauty

The rest of
the story...

When one link in an

ecosystem is damaged,
all parts suffer,

Do not be a partof

the equation that
destroys the resource
v we all enjoy and
profit from.

It is a beautiful world of
forests, grasslands, wetlands—
and the host of creatures,
including humans, that enjoy

and depend on that world.

"

The pictures tell a story: soils and plants shattered
by these vehicles tell the rest of the story...

natnve plants-are uprooted-and
grodnd coverislos

greund -cover iz impartant 1o
captire maistiure and regulate
soil termperature

soils are compacted and fopsail
is dizplaced

water does not infiltrate through
the compacted sail, and run=off
INCreases

the watar bodies ATV are
sediment, which directly affects
living things relying on the watar
boclies, including humans

tiny erganisins that interact with
plant roots are adversely affected

in the absence of roct mass to
hoid soils | place, erasion ooours

intheabsence of plant
litter-and moisture, sail
productivity s reduced

shallow rooted
opportunistic plants,
ineluding poxicus weeds,
gztablish easily on poor
auality dey sites and aut-
compete attempts by
native plants fo return

forage far wildlife and
livestock is last

habitat forjnsects: and
berds s last

linksin the chan ane
broken and an ecosysiem
can coase to function

ir thie absence af life, a
desalate wasteland i=-born



>

Native fescis
planis gironiide
impartamt forage
for wildife and
livisdack, Thay afi
alzo |m|:;:|rtant
habitad far insects

and radenis,

Spentted knapnwiesd
inwasion beging
alryg @ disturkesd
trall. Noxious
weeods destroy
plant divessity.

The road to recovery is long—often longer

than a lifetime. Riparian and alpine areas are

particularly vulnerable to damage.

When you meet wildlife or livestock; be respectiul
and yield right of way. Fleaze D0 NOT use your vehicle
to chase or harass anpimals—IT'S AGAINST THE Laww!

For enjoyment of our natural resources

“rwalk softly and leave ne tracks. ™ With

matarized toys and mountain-hikes,
thiz 15 seldom possible and it appedrs
same try to leave the biggest possible
tracks| :
Many forast purif.d'rcfciun:s_ have either
banned off-road vehicles entirely or
severely restricted their access 1o pub-
I famds: |n British Columbira we still
have the opporunity to enjoy our for-
gsts relatively Grrestricted: Howevar, i
the trend to more invasive use of off:
ragad vehicles continues, therdwill b
public demand for control measures,




What Can You D07 . treat the forest and grassland
: : with respect
* educate friends and family
~»stay on roads and trails
» observe the signs |

* if necessary to go off-road
to access your destination, |
avoid areas where plants
and seils are fragile

* observe, record and report
vandalism to thé environment

% Cranbrook Forest District
IR 1907 Theatre Road y
BRITISH Cranbrook, British Columbia V1C &H3
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Promoting responsible stewardship of the land




