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Felled trees

These are trees of usually large diameter that were completely
felled, using traditional felling techniques. Notched or planked
trees fallen by wind are not recorded as felled trees. Nearly all
are western redcedar, though a few examples of western
hemlock, western yew and white pine have been reported. One
traditional felling technique involved the complete girdling of
the tree with chisels or axes. A second technique involved a
massive unidirectional undercut, probably by notching with
long-handled chisels, cut deep into the tree at a relatively steep
angle to produce a flat-bottomed hole with a sloping top.
Presumably, the tree was then left to fall of its own volition,
leaving a spire of sheared wood along that part of the trunk that
was not cut.

A felled tree is characterized by the presence of a stump and/or
a log and may include:
• platform notch(es) on stump
• logging detritus

Stump: Stumps may be present by themselves, or in association
with a log. When found by themselves (the felled tree has been
removed), stumps should be recorded as felled trees unless the
stump has a notch or the lower end of a plank scar in which case
the stump would be recorded as a notched or planked tree
respectively.

Stumps are of five kinds:
• flat: characterized by a level or sloping top on a single plane

(see photo, p. 44).
• barberchair: characterized by a distinctive spire of wood on

one side of the stump [see photo, p. 46].
• step: characterized by a level top on two planes separated by

a vertical step.
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• basin: characterized by a concave top with sides that slope
down gradually from the outside circumference of the tree
towards the centre of the tree. A basin stump can be confused
with a stump where deterioration of the centre has resulted in
a concavity.

• unclassifiable: stumps that cannot be assigned to one of the
above kinds because their top surfaces are badly deteriorated
or obscured by nursing trees.

Cultural cedar stumps are generally high, with their tops often
1.5 to 2.0 m above ground surface. However, on some parts of
the Coast, low stumps are common [see photo below]. Cedars
were usually cut above root flare, though sometimes they were
cut low, with the flare left on the log or cut off the log in the
form of a butt section.

Low cultural flat stump.
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Cultural flat stump with nursing hemlock growing against
(not on) stump.
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Cultural barberchair stump with tall barberchair.
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Tall cultural flat stump.


