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FIRST NATIONS WATER RIGHTS REPORT

BAND: Blueberry Band

ADDRESS: PO Box 3009, Buick Creek, BC, VOC 2R0
CHIEF: Chief Joe Apsassin

PHONE: 630-2584 FAX: 630-2584
AFFILIATION: Treaty 8 Tribal Association
LOCATION:

The Blueberry River First Nation occupies two reserves in an area located directly north
of the town of Fort St. John. The reserves occupy a total land area of 1,505.8 hectares
and include:

e Blueberry River 205
e South Parcel of Beatton River 204

Of the Blueberry reserves, water rights have been allocated on:

e Blueberry River 205: a 1,148 hectare reserve located northwest of the town of
Fort St. John.

The most recent population figures compiled by the Ministry of Finance indicate that
the Blueberry River Band has a total population, including registered and non-
registered members, living on- and off-reserve, of 262.

The two reserves occur in the Boreal White and Black Spruce Biogeoclimatic Zone. This
zone is part of the extensive belt of boreal coniferous forest occurring across Canada.
The reserves lie at elevations ranging from 2100 to 2250 feet above sea level, and
experience a climate in which average daily temperatures range from lows of -20
degrees centigrade in January, to highs in the order of 20 degrees centigrade in July.
Annual rainfall for the area averages between 30 and 50 centimetres.

Water courses of significance include:

® Blueberry River: flows northeast, merges with Beatton River and then drains
into the Peace River.

Blueberry River First Nation Water Rights Report



WATER ALLOCATIONS:

There are no records of allocations made by either the Indian Reserve Commission, by
Order-in-Council of the Lieutenant Governor in Council, or by Order of the Board of
Investigation. Further, there have been no actions to amend, cancel, or record as
abandoned, licenced rights pursuant to provisions contained in the Water Act.

The water rights of the Blueberry River First Nation have been determined by one
action of government over the years:

1) The issue of water licences in response to Federal Government applications
requesting authorization for the use of water on reserve lands.

HISTORY, CURRENT STATUS AND NOTES:

The history of water rights, the current status of rights, and notes for the Blueberry
River Band with respect to Blueberry River are as follows:

Blueberry River:

History:

Oct 1, 1968 In accordance with an application made by the Superintendent of
Indian Affairs on behalf of the Blueberry River Band, the
Comptroller of Water Rights issued Conditional Water Licence
33694. This licence was assigned a precedence date of October 25,
1967 and authorizes the diversion of 4,500 gallons of water per day
from Blueberry River for domestic purpose. The appurtenant lands
are defined as Lot 1487 (Blueberry Reserve No. 205), Peace River
District.

Current Status:

There are currently four licences active on Blueberry River, one of which is held by the
Blueberry River Band. Of these licences:

e 1 authorizes the use of 4,500 gallons of water per day for domestic purpose.
e 1 authorizes the use of 2,000 gallons of water per day for enterprise purpose.

e 1 authorizes the use of 40 acre feet of water per year for irrigation purpose.

Blueberry River First Nation Water Rights Report



* 1 authorizes the use of 10,000 gallons of water per day for dust control
purpose.

Conditional Water Licence 33694 is held by the Blueberry River Band, and is first in
priority on Blueberry River. ’

The Water Survey of Canada operated station 07FC003 on Blueberry River from 1964 to
1990. During this period, the station recorded a minimum daily discharge of 0 m3/sec
on February 21, 1980, and a maximum daily discharge of 368 m3/sec (12995.55 cubic
feet/sec) on July 17, 1974. Low mean monthly discharges averaging 0.069 m3/sec, were
recorded in February, and rose to a highs of 23.6 m3/sec in May.

Notes:

1. The allotment of water authorized under Conditional Water Licence 33694 is more
than the amount that the Blueberry River First Nation originally applied for.

OTHER INFORMATION:

Groundwater Records:

A review of records maintained by the MELP - Groundwater Section found that no
wells have been reported on either of the Blueberry River Reserves. However, as the
provision of well information to the Groundwater Section is voluntary, this review
should not be assumed to be complete.

Alternate Water Sources:

Currently, the potential for water supply from connection to a municipal water system
is limited, as there are systems in the proximity of the Blueberry River Reserves.

The flow of Blueberry River through Blueberry River Reserve No, 205 makes it a
potential source of water for other purposes.

Blueberry River First Nation Water Rights Report
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WATER RESOURCES SERVICE DEPARTMENT OF LANDS, FORESTS,
WATER RIGHTS BRANCH AND WATER RESOURCES

THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA—WATER ACT
CONDITIONAL WATER LICENCE

Superintendent General of Indian Affairs

(Fort St. John Agency) of OTTAWA, Ontario

is/are hereby authorized to  divert and use water as follows:—

(a) The source(s) of the water-supply is/are Blueberry River.

(b) The point(s) of diversion is/arc located as shown on the attached plan.

(c) The date from which this licence shall have precedence is 25th Qctober, 1967.

(d) The purpose for which the water is to be used is domestic.

(e) The maximum quantity of water. which may be diverted is 4,500 gallons a day,

; Y and such additional quantity
as the Engineer may from time to time deterniine should be allowed for losses.

i
(f) The period of the year during which the water may be used-is the whole year.

(g) The land upon which the water is to be used and to which this licence is appurtenant is
Lot 1487 (Blueberry Indian Reserve No. 205), Peace River District.

(h) The works authorized to be constructed are pump and pipe,

and they shall be located approximately as shown on the attached plan.

(i) The construction of the said works has been completed and the water shall be
beneficially used on or before the 3lst day of December, 1970,

-

by

-
.

H. D. DeBeck,
Comptroller of Water Rights.
File No. 027_7261 Date issued: 1 October 1968 Conditional Licence No, 33694

ENTERED ON
Map No. -/fj“"ﬂ%
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A
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THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

WATER RIGHTS BRANCH
DEPARTMENT OF LANDS, FORESTS, AND WATER RESOURCES

ORDER
WATER ACT

Section 15

File No. 0271261

The provisions of the B. C. Water Act having been
complied with and being satisfied that no person's rights will
be affected, I hereby extend the time for the completion of the
works and for making beneficial use of the water authorized under
Conditional Water Licence No. 33694

s Blueberry River

to the 3lst day of December, 1975.

VAT o]

A. K. Sutherland

Deputy Comptroller of Water Rights.

DATED at Victoria, B. c.,

this 26th day of June : , 19 73

W.R.B. 42
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