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INTRODUCTION

The Second Approximation of the British Columbia
Forest Land Classification System has been undertaken to
incorporate the experience gained in the application of

the system over the last several years.
During the coming summer, the Second Approximation

will be tested by the authors in their respective map

areas before a final review in 1974-75.

May/1974



BRITISH COLUMBIA FOREST LAND CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM

= SECOND APPROXIMATION =

Mapping System

The revised system follows in general, concepts of
the First Approximation. However, there are significant
changes in the execution and implementation of the system
which require familiarization.

A summary of the Second Approximation is given below

(see Appendix 1):

PHASE | - Basic Mapping Units
Level 1 - Bedrock and surficial geology.

One general map presenting bedrock and surficial geology
information will be preparea. As the mapping detail increases,
optional separate maps may be prepared to meet the needs of
individual agencies. (Level 1 (a) - Bedrock; Level 1 (b) -
Surficial geology).

Level 2 - Geo-Units. (Geo-Unit Drainage classes)

This map series will outline depth, texture, slope, and
drainage. Soil series may be developed from the Geo Unit
framework. (Aspect will be utilized at the interpretation
level and noted in a report).

Level 3 - Vegetation and Climatic Zones.

Ciimatic data will be included where available.

A general breakdown by biogeoclimatic zones or sub-zones is

essential - detailed vegetation maps are optional.
Level 4 - Land Management Units.

This mapping level will be prepared on the basis of Levels

1 to 3.



Land Management Units are suggested as basic land-
scape blocks which present uniformity in respéct to soil
texture, drainage and inherent fertility and that are optimum
in size for operational land management decisions. (1)
They are developed as groupings of Geo-Units within the
restrictive framework provided by geology, surficial
material, jandforms vegetétion and climate. For example, a
Land Management Unit boundary should not cross over two
vegetation zones, or surficial materials, unless there is some
acceptable reason to justify such an undertaking.

The Land Management Unit (LMU) is similar to and
may be closely correlated to soil association which was
suggested in the first approximation as the operational
land management unit.

LMU is an alternative to soil Associétion and where
soil series are identified and mapped for the area in
question, the latter may be used for management and interpretation

purposes.

PHASE 11 - Resource Information

This information may be prepared either in map form or in
an associated report. Some of the resource information which may be

included are:

1. Forest cover L. Recreation
2. Fish 5. Water Resources
3. Wildlife 6. Mining, etc.

(1) Land Management Units have been developed and successfully
employed by Mr. D. Rawlings in his mapping on the west
coast of Vancouver Island. (see References)



The map groups prepared will depend upon inventory
data when available from Canadian Land Inventory, B.C. Land
Inventory, British Columbia Department of Agricu]ture,
Geological Surveys of Canada, British Columbia Department of

Mines and Petroleum Resources, Fish and Wildlife Branch, etc.

PHASE 111 - lInterpretation and Grouping

Interpretations can be carried out for many objectives
and be presented either in map or table format. Grouping is
undertaken when simplification of the interpretfve information
is called for, and in general, is presented on a map.

Interpretations can be made both at general or specific
levels (see Appendix By, When there is a need for it, the
interpretation can also be carried out from various components

(soils, vegetation, geology) within each unit.

PHASE |V - Decisions and implementations

Decisions and implementation (integrated Resource
Management) incorporate PHASE I, 11, and 11!, at the planning
and field level.

In this phase, depending on the nature of the problem
under consideration, a policy input or joint decision and im-

plementation by various resources agencies may be necessary.



NOTES AND COMMENTS

Mapping Scale: The scale of 1" = %1 mile (1" = L0 chains)
is suggested for the operational mapping. However, a large
scale, 1" = 4 mile (1" = 20 chains), or a smaller scale,
1" = 1 mile (1" = 80 chains) may be used at the discretion

of the individual agencies.

Mapping Legend: An outline of the proposed mapping legend

is given in Appendix I11.
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B. C. FOREST LAND CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM
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APPENDIX 11

INTERPRETATIONS AND GROUPINGS

INTERPRETATIONS

GENERAL

/N
\%

SPECIFIC

=

SOIL SERIES
PHASES , ETC.

LAND SOIL ASSOCIAT!ONS! BEDROCK
MANAGEMENT ‘ &/0R
UNITS | SURFICIAL
1 GEOLOGY
UNITS
—> ! VEGETATION
Groupings: It is Undertaken when necessary by assembling the

units with same and/or similar

interpretations.




. ROCK TYPES, UNIT LANDFORMS AND MAPPING SYMBOLS
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