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Abstract 

The effects of forest practices on fish  populations have  been studied for 40 years at Carnation Creek on Vancouver Island. This watershed-scale case study has made substantial contributions toward our understanding of the physical and biological processes occurring in coastal watersheds and how forest practices and climate variability may affect these processes. The project is currently focused on the following questions: What is the cumulative effect of watershed-scale harvesting beyond specific levels (e.g., 65% of basin area)? What is the effect on channel morphology and aquatic habitats in both larger streams and their tributaries when the riparian vegetation is removed or modified? What biological changes result from these altered stream habitats? How long do these changes persist? What is the contribution of climate variability to the observed physical and biological changes? What are the future implications of climate change for watershed processes, forest management practices, and Pacific salmon? 
Bio

Peter Tschaplinski is a research scientist with the British Columbia Ministry of Forests and Range. Peter specializes in aquatic ecosystems and fish biology.  He has over 18 years of experience in the Ministry – his main research interests are the effects of forest practices on freshwater habitats and fish populations.


For further information see:  http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/hre/ffip/index.htm


Please post and forward this to those who may be interested.  A PowerPoint presentation will be available at   http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/hre/research_seminars  on the day of the presentation. For further information contact Shirley Mah at Shirley.Mah@gov.bc.ca  or at 250 356-2180. 
