
The Ministry of Forests and Range invites you to a seminar on

“New discoveries to old problems: 
update on the Cone and Seed Pest Research program”

  Dr. Ward Strong
Research Entomologist
Research & Knowledge Management Branch

June 2, 2010 - 11:00 am to 12:00 noon

Victoria location: Room 355 – 1520 Blanshard Street
Vernon location: Conference Room, Kalamalka Forestry Centre, 3401 Reservoir Rd
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Abstract 

Cone and seed insects represent a major threat to production of genetically improved seed from seed orchards in BC. These insects are common forest residents, but usually are of little concern in a forestry setting. Since the establishment of seed orchards, our interest in these insects has grown, but knowledge of their life history, ecology, population dynamics, and natural enemy complex lags behind. In the face of increasing seed demands and loss of pesticide registrations, knowledge of key life history traits is critical to effectively manage these pests. This seminar will focus on research conducted on two key seed orchard pests, the fir coneworm and the western conifer seedbug. In collaboration with universities and other research institutions, we have explored factors as wide-ranging as pheromones, sound signals, reproductive behaviour, host preference, and infra-red detection. The knowledge gained will help us devise novel means of monitoring and controlling cone and seed insects. 
Bio

Ward Strong is a cone and seed pest research scientist with the British Columbia Ministry of Forests and Range. Ward has over 14 years of experience in the Ministry – his main research interests are the life histories, monitoring, and ecological aspects of seed orchard pests in BC. 

For further information see:  http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/hre/forgen/projects/ConeSeedPest.htm


Please post and forward this to those who may be interested.  A PowerPoint presentation will be available at   http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/hre/research_seminars  on the day of the presentation. For further information contact Shirley Mah at Shirley.Mah@gov.bc.ca  or at 250 356-2180. 
