Use of Orthophotos for Vegetation Resources Inventory

After much review and discussion, the use of orthophotos in the completion of a Vegetation Resources Inventory has been shown to provide benefits to the FIA LBIP including:
· Navigation to desired field locations can be a problem in some areas of the province. Extensive road networks and seismic line networks can become very confusing to field crews, resulting in lost time and effort trying to reach a desired plot location. Orthophotos provide a quick reference for the field crew to ensure they are in the proper location or following the proper road / seismic line.

· When softcopy is used for the photo interpretation phase, a set of hardcopy prints of the air photos for the area is not generally provided to the photo interpretation contractor. The orthophoto provides the field crew with an extensive overview of the area of interest. They are able to use it for preparation of field plans which they can take with them into the field during completion of the field work.

Allowing the creation and use of orthophotos for VRI will aid in:

· the planning of field work, 

· confirming access to field locations, 

· field navigation, and 

· providing assurances to the field crew that they are in the proper location relative to the desired plot location. 

It is expected that the benefits and uses of orthophotos will result in savings to the amount of time required for VRI field work which in turn should result in cost savings to the FIA LBIP.
Eligibility of Orthophotos for VRI
For management units where a VRI phase 1 (photo interpretation) activity is approved, the creation of orthophotos will be a FIA eligible project. Use of the orthophotos is for VRI photo interpretation, field classification or VRI ground sampling only. Creation of the orthophotography products must be completed to Base Mapping and Geomatics Services (BMGS) standards and specifications and all final products are to be delivered to BMGS and the Ministry of Forests and Range district office upon completion.

Please be aware that the production of these orthophotos will be owned by the Government of British Columbia and protected by copyright law. They may not be reproduced or redistributed without the prior written permission of the Province of British Columbia.
FIA LBIP recipients / VRI contractors are responsible for ensuring that the orthophotography products distributed for use in VRI projects are used only for that purpose. The LBIP recipient (or their contractors) shall not use the orthophotography products or copies of the products outside of this business use and will not distribute, give away or sell the products or copies of the products. Upon completion of the VRI project and submission of the orthophoto deliverables to government, the recipient (and / or their contractor) will be expected to remove, delete or otherwise destroy the digital products and / or copies of the digital products.
