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INTRODUCTION

Section 52 of the Forest Practices Code of British Columbia Act (Code) requires that a
person carrying out a forest practice, subject to an operational plan, must do so at a time
and in a manner that will limit the spread of noxious weeds to a level acceptable to the
District Manager. An operational plan consists of a forest development plan, range use
plan, silviculture prescription or stand management prescription.

Forest activities conducted through the above plans and other activities such as road
layout and design and access management under the Watershed Restoration Program can
contribute significantly to the spread of noxious weeds. All holders of an operational
plan and persons responsible for the above activities, should be aware of weed problems
in their operating area. Information can be obtained from the district weed control
program, which indicates the priority weed species, their general area of distribution,
planned weed control work and what strategies may be effective to limit their spread.

The ministry operates an integrated weed control program and acts as the primary agency
controlling noxious weeds on vacant crown land. The program consists of educational
and preventative components as well as cultural and chemical containment and biological
control. Weed control cost are very high and although weed control efforts have been
ongoing for over thirty years, new areas are constantly becoming infested. If the
establishment of weeds on areas of forest land can be prevented or reduced then the high

cost of weed control as borne by the ministry, regional districts, utility companies and
others can be reduced as well.

Human activity, through the many resource based uses, is the major cause of our weed
problem. Awareness, education and prevention are therefore keys to effective weed
control. District forest and range staff, forest licencees (contractors) and ranchers should
meet on a regular basis to discuss weed issues, review district weed control strategies and
ensure each person is doing what is possible to ensure their operational activities do not
result in an unacceptable increased spread of noxious weeds.

PURPOSE

The purpose of these guidelines is to outline weed prevention strategies that can be
addressed in all operational plans and other activities to limit the spread of noxious weeds
on crown land . Adherence to the strategies outlined in this document will ensure
consistency across the region when complying with section 52 of the FPC and will
minimize the spread of noxious weeds.






