Wildlife Tree Retention: Management Guidelines

Introduction

Wildlife trees are one of the most valuable components of stand-level biodiversity.
With over 70 species of vertebrates in British Columbia known to be critically
dependent on wildlife trees, the appropriate management of this resource is vital to
proper land stewardship and ecosystem integrity.

Policy direction for wildlife tree management was initiated in 1985 with the release
of Protection of Wildlife Trees. Based on operational experience and research
knowledge, the 1985 policy was updated in February 2000 and re-released as the
Provincial Wildlife Tree Policy.

Additional information on the implementation and effectiveness of wildlife tree
management in British Columbia came out of an evaluation released in 2002 titled,
Evaluation of Wildlife Tree Retention for Cutblocks Harvested Between 1996-2001
Under the Forest Practices Code (FPC). This new information, combined with the
release of the Forest and Range Practices Act (FRPA) and Regulations, has
prompted revision of wildlife tree management guidelines.

The purpose of this document is to:

e Provide guidance for ecologically sound wildlife tree retention in British
Columbia;

e Describe provincial policy and guiding principles for setting appropriate site-
specific wildlife tree retention targets and objectives;

e Assist foresters in the development and implementation of ecologically effective
and technically defensible strategies and results for wildlife tree retention;

¢ Qutline the regulatory framework for managing wildlife tree retention;

Specific definitions related to wildlife tree retention are provided in Appendix L.

Guiding Principles for Wildlife Tree Retention

Results and Strategies for Wildlife Tree Retention

The desired stand structure for the site must be clearly understood and defined when
designing strategies and specifying results for wildlife tree retention. The characteristics
of individual trees (e.g., shade tolerance, longevity, disease/pest resistance, etc.) and
natural processes, such as succession and wind conditions, must also be considered in the
planning process.

Results and strategies for wildlife tree retention are identified in operational plans.
During the transition period from the FPC to FRPA, licensees may utilize a Forest
Development Plan (under the FPC), or a Forest Stewardship Plan (under FRPA). Forest
Development Plans will no longer be used after FRPA is fully implemented in April
2005. See Appendix II for a description of the regulatory framework during the
transition period.
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