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BEAVER LODGE TRUST COMMITTEE MEETING 
WEB SITE: http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/dcr/blflfolder/index.html 

MINUTES 

PREVIOUS MEETING 2009            03 17   TIME 7:15 p.m.  
 YEAR MONTH DAY 
 
 
DATE OF MEETING 2009            05 19   TIME 7:15 p.m.  
 YEAR MONTH DAY 
 
 
DATE OF NEXT 2009            07 21   TIME 7:15 p.m.  
MEETING YEAR MONTH DAY 
 
 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 

Ron Burrell Tom Hartz Erin Pierce 
Trevor Despins Howie Harshaw Tom Porsborg 
Quentin Dodd Richard & Susan Mallinson Bob Tonkin 
Tom Easton Wayne Mann Fraser Ullstrom 
Susan Erb Don McIver Garry Ullstrom 
Jerry Fletcher Roy Meyers Karl Zumkeller 
Betty Frost Paul Nuttall 
 
 
 
Chair:              Paul Nuttall 
Scribe:           Lynda Ostashek 
 
 
File:  12600-20/BLLA 

 TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 

(1) To ensure the Trust lands are managed in accordance with the 
Trust Act and the approved Resource Use Plan. 

 
(2) To prepare and recommend operational plans to the District 

Manager, Ministry of Forests and Regional Manager, Ministry of 
Environment for approval. 

 
(3) Decisions made at the meeting will be arrived at through a process 

of consensus. 
 
(4) Seven members will constitute a quorum with at least one member 

from each of the four interest groups; Economy, Recreation, 
Environment and Education. 

 
(5) Meetings are open to the public. 
 
 

PROCEDURES 
 
(1) Supply complete and concise agenda topics to Chairman within one 

week of the meeting date. 
 
(2) Meetings to occur on the third Tuesday of January / March / May / 

September/ November at 7:15 p.m.  Additional meetings can be 
scheduled as required. 

 
(3) Minutes to be circulated to all committee members within a week of 

the meeting. 
 
(4) Keep minutes as concise as possible. 
 
(5) Issues requiring resolution must be assigned to an individual by the 

committee chair with defined terms of reference and time frames. 
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TOPIC BRIEFING 

Outline of Discussion/Presentation; Define Problem 

 
ACTION 
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1.0 APPROVE PREV. 
MINUTES 

o Paul Nuttall confirmed that he had contacted two papers to insert meeting notices. 
o Paul Nuttall confirmed that he had met with the School Trustees regarding the MacPhedran Road 

School property and they are receptive to discussing the future disposition of this property.  No 
date set yet for this meeting. 

No changes to the previous minutes. 

 

    
2.0 APPROVE 

AGENDA 
Add under New Business: New Trail Map  

    
3.0 OLD BUSINESS   
    

3.1 Simms Creek 
Stewards 

Tom provided a recap of past projects that the Simms Creek Stewards accomplished.  For 2009 Tom 
proposes to create water storage to feed the creek over the dry periods.  The proposed area is a very 
dense wildlife one and there aren’t many of these in the BLLA.  Tom is recommending that 30-40 
alder trees be taken out, probably coniferous.  Purpose is to keep the creek wet so fish aren’t 
stranded.  The berms will be the approximate size of the ones in the Butterfly area.  Motion: Approve 
in principle for water retention storage area west of the ERT.  Motion approved in principle.  Tom was 
given the go ahead to proceed and report back to the Committee. 

CARRIED FWD 
Tom Porsborg 

    
3.2 Trial Maintenance All trails were maintained in 2008.  A bit of history…due to the difficulty in obtaining funding for trail 

maintenance through the Ministry of Forests & Range (MFR), Greenways made a proposal about 
three years ago saying that their focus would be to look after trail maintenance and stewardship.  
Paul Nuttall has been able to get some funding and resourcing during the 08/09 fiscal. 
 
Action: Bob Dice will check the status of the ERT Road as an FS Road. 
 
Lots of great work being done on the BLLA trails.  There were a number of unauthorized trails built 
and there were a number of issues around the impact to the surrounding area that these 
unauthorized trails could cause.  Four of these trails will be decommissioned.  There is an identified 
gap in what the BLLA offers users in the way of trail biking.  There was recognition given to a local 
bike group who have done some good trail maintenance and taken down some of these structures.  
Recommend a trail or area is given to the bike groups and to encourage these groups to help 
maintain the BLLA trails.  Agenda topic for the next meeting will be the technical side to trail building 
standards. 

ONGOING 
Ron Burrell 
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3.3 UBC Research 
Project 

Howie Harshaw (harshaw@interchange.ubc.ca) presented/summarized the findings from the  
2008 Beaver Lodge Lands User Survey.  He welcomes any thoughts, suggestions, or corrections from 
Committee members regarding the report and his interpretation of the results - it will be good 
to better contextualize things. 

Recommendation #1 – reassert the role of the BLFL as a research forest. 
‐ Advertise research opportunities in the BLFL. 
‐ Highlight research activities and outcomes. 
‐ Include recreation as a research priority. 
‐ Develop education/interpretative materials about the practice of forestry and the importance 

of continued research. 
Recommendation #2 – continue to monitor recreation use and visitor attitudes. 

‐ Recreation use is high: could have impacts on the environment, research, and other 
recreationists. 

‐ Review the BC Trails Strategy to identify synergies between opportunities in the BLFL and 
Provincial directions. 

Recommendation #3—develop and enforce policies for dog walking. 
‐ Enforce a policy of dog walkers picking up after their dogs-provide bag dispensers and 

garbage bins at trailheads. 
‐ Consider spatial and temporal zoning of off-leash areas (and perhaps dog-free areas too). 

Recommendation #4—discourage access to the BLFL by car. Encourage self-propelled means of 
getting to the forest. 

‐ Development of additional parking areas can be expensive (and require maintenance). 
‐ Provide bike racks. 
‐ Explore opportunities with active living initiatives. 

Recommendation #5—post signs in/at closed areas. 
‐ Signs should explain reasons for closure (e.g. restoration, research, wildlife concerns, etc.). 
‐ Use research areas as springboard for forest education and interpretation. 

o clarify expected outcomes. 
o clear links to BLFL’s purpose. 

ONGOING 
Paul Nuttall 

  Action: Each recommendation will be discussed in upcoming meetings.  The final report will be 
coming out within the month so if you have additional feedback please take some time to review the 
draft documents and provide your input. 
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4.0 NEW BUSINESS   
    

4.1 Bike Trails Further conversation to the Trail Maintenance discussion.  Due to the numerous unauthorized building 
of bike trails, next steps/solutions were discussed.  Primary concerns were that of safety and 
ecological integrity.  Suggestions were to 'ramp-up' education and communication by using such 
resources as the local newspapers and CRTV.  Another idea was to write another letter to the 
residents who abut the BLLA to remind them of the sensitivity of the Lands. 

 

    
4.2 Community 

Development 
Trust Project 

This is the only project in our community of this type.  We will see 7 people employed for 
4-6 months.  The proposal targeted the BLLA, which greatly benefits the community.  There have 
been a multitude of local supporters (Greenways, Department of Fisheries, Simms Creek Stewards, 
MFR) for this project.  Tasks will involve patching trails, brushing, ditching, trail maintenance, 
identifying and resolving danger tree issues.  To make this project a success feedback, good and bad, 
is needed. 

CLOSED 
Richard & 

Susan 
Mallinson 

    
4.3 New Trail Map Looking for access to an updated hard copy map of the trail systems throughout the BLLA.  Primary 

purpose is for scouting and orienteering.  Will connect with Roy. 
CLOSED 

    
5.0 ADJOURNMENT 10:15 p.m.  
    
6.0 NEXT MEETING July 21, 2009 (Tuesday), at 7:15 p.m. 

Ministry of Forests and Range conference room, 370 South Dogwood Street, Campbell River, 
British Columbia, V9W 6Y7;  Phone (250) 286-9300;  Fax (250) 286-9490;  
Email: Forests.CampbellRiverDistrictOffice@gov.bc.ca 

 

  A reminder that the BLTC meeting minutes and scheduled meeting 
dates are posted on the Ministry of Forests and Range (MFR), 

Campbell River Forest District web page: 
http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/dcr/blflfolder/Minutes.html 
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Have you found the number of signs to be appropriate?



❖ Signs should explain reasons for closure 
(e.g., restoration, research, wildlife concerns, 
etc.).

❖ Use research areas as springboard for forest 
education and interpretation.
-  Clarify expected outcomes.
- Clear links to BLFL’s purpose.

Recommendation #5

Post signs in/at closed areas.
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