BCTS Provincial Safe Work Procedure  #8
Using Boats and Watercraft


	Key Hazards
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	Applicable Safety Equipment

	· Poor weather conditions (visibility, icing, etc)
· Mechanical failure/operator competency
· Improper cargo storage or overload
· Improper refuelling techniques
· Lack of emergency preparedness
	
	· Extreme weather clothing
· Fire extinguishers/tools, spill kits, signal devices
· Survival gear
· Emergency Locater Transmitter
· PFD’s



	PRIOR TO DEPARTURE

	1. Confirm carrier competency and that a safety check has been conducted
2. Inspect personal survival gear and communication equipment
· Survival gear should include emergency rations, fire starters, signalling tools, heat retention covers, etc
· Test portable radios and phone/repeater systems
· Based on location and risk, determine frequency of check in process and notify appropriate personnel
3. Check weather conditions and reports well in advance of the trip
4. Sign out on the scheduling board.  Establish who will be receiving the check in as per local protocols or specified in work plan.



	
OPERATIONAL PROCEDURES

	1. General boat procedures and practices
· If not provided, request an  orientation and safety briefing to the craft to provide awareness of the following:
· Location of the fire extinguishers
· Location and number of flotation devices
· Location and launching process of life rafts and the life ring
· Number of distress signals and method of transmission
· Be aware of the recommended routes for entrance and departure from the boat
· Ensure captain of craft has a travel plan and is aware of required check in frequencies 
· All personnel on boat must wear personal flotation devices unless otherwise instructed
· Boat operators will conduct an appropriate pre-trip prior to departure
2. Craft operation
· Arrange cargo in a manner to provide maximum stability related to the center of gravity and do not overload the craft
· When traveling on lakes, stay as close to shore as safely possible.  Approach waves on a 45-degree angle or greater
· When traveling on rivers avoid rapids and obstacles.  Portage in hazardous conditions.
· When traveling in marine environments, have sufficient maps and related information available to navigate tidal waters and coastal conditions
3. Return to Base:  notify check in personnel of your safe return and close out the Man check process




	EMERGENCY RESPONSE PROCEDURES

	4. If the craft is taking on water, get to shore as soon as possible.  If landfall is not likely, transmit a “mayday” distress call
5. Activate the bilge pumps and/or use other methods to bail the water from the craft
6. Consider deployment of life rafts.
7. In the event of a capsize, do the following:
8. Perform a head count and assess if everyone is accounted for.  Someone may be trapped under the boat
9. If the boat cannot be righted, attempt to climb to the center of the overturned boat and huddle together for warmth
10. If flares are available, use them cautiously, knowing the best chance for sighting is after dusk 
11. Conduct your actions in accordance with cold water survival.
12. When landfall is reached, treat hypothermia as follows:
13. Move the victim to a warm place and remove wet clothes and replace with dry if available
14. Cover with blankets and do not allow the patient to exert themselves
15. Do provide warm fluids for intake UNLESS the victim is in a severe state of hypothermia
16. Get help as soon as possible and transport the patient to medical aid
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