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BY ROGER KNOX ..
MORNING STAR STAFF
an a tree native to coastal

British Columbia, given cli-
mate changc ﬂounsh in, Fort

- estation stratcgics
~ “We’re very excited by this project.
. It-will guide forest managément prac-
tices for decades to come. It’s really a
.. project.that is the centrepiece of the
o Mlmstry of Porest’s climate change -

: '-"rcsponsc stratégy.”

i B, Ca plants ncarly 250 mllhon thcs
"3 year, and’ ONeill said it’s important
that the ministry puts the right species
_ of the right seedlot of cach species in

Nelson’ ‘o P
: Can .a trcc nanvc ‘to. thc Intcnor ixvc ‘
5 prospcrously' on Vancouvcr Island>
“Those are qucsnons Greg O chll
'hopcs to find answers for. . :
- O’Neill is'a gencticist with Vernon’s

‘Kalamalka each plantation, o
.Forestry .~ o It ,S ou I" ~ “If we do that, we stand to have
Centre, and pom L much more robust, resilient forests

is overseer best defence ' and trees, forests that will withstand
ing forestry’s - agamst " future climates,”™ said O’Neill.

biggest cli-
matc change  diS€ase and

rescarch trial insects Uc we
i Nocth plant trees .
. America.

Called . . -that are
the Assisted adap.ted toth

“Jt’s our best defence against dis-
casc and insects if we plant trees that
-'arc adapted to the right climate.”

" The project has prcscntcd a chal
lcnge to Landing Nursery owner Dave

Enns, who drew plenty of praise ‘from

‘O’Neill’s team for giving the scedhngs

Migration - the “very, very closc attcntlon” that is «

- Adfptat_ion I’lghf clzmate : -needed. @ Y - '
Tri:}l,_.thc - Greg O'Neill o ' “Normaily, in standard propaga-
long-term < tion, you try to separate out ‘the. Spe-. .
research

" ¢ies. Here, you have bits of varieties’ of
'.'spcc.lcs from Vauous areds, and we’re -
- trying to grow them togethcr ? Sﬂld
.. Enns.: ‘ - :
-“We want them to havc 51m11ar cui
“tural environments so yOu get prOpcr
‘comparisons. -
-+ “That’s a bit of a challcngc in itself.
. You have to adjust your'growing tech-
"niques so you don’t gét'something
“that’s too tall or too short.”

After thc trees. have been planted, -
O’ Neill sa1d thcy will be pushed to
their limits. Research scientists actua[ly
~want to kill some trees, or push them
'oumdc of their. comfort zones, so they

bcttcr undcrstand when thcy start

) lose their productivity or get s;ck
. “If you only plant them when
' ‘thcy re happy, you’ll never understand

project aims to'better undcrstand thc
climatic tolerance of all of.B.C.’s tri
species, then take that information. t
‘better refine the province’s reforesta-
tion $trategics as it relates to chmatc
change. ‘
“If we can bercer undnrstand thc cli--
matic tolcrances of our species, we can .
deploy or plant tree species that are
better adapted to  current and future
climate,” said O’Neill, standing inside
one of two grccnhouscs at Vernon’s
Landing Nursery filled with sccdlmg '
being uscd for the project. :
" The seedlings at Landing Nursery;
from 16 B.C. tree species, have been
growing on the Okanagan Landing

Road sight for onc year. O”Neill;
helped out in the project by the likes

of colleagues Michael Carlson, Nick | ’ : CORY B""'—EC"V MORNING STAR .. hGw- far they can be pushed,” he said.
"Ukrainetz and Vicky Berger, and his - GREG O’ NEILL a research scientist with the Mm|stry of Forests, carries a box of The adaptation trial will generate
_team are now packaging the seedlings Sitka Spruce seedlings while at the Landing Nursery Friday as crews package up the . addmonal rescarch projects, with this
and preparing to box thun and store 16 different tree species being grown in the nursery and prepare them for winter - one. bcmg opcncd up'to researchers
them for the winter. . storage. The trees will be planted next sprmg/summer as part of the largest cltmate :

around the world who want to col-

In the spring, the trees will bcgm L change research trial in North’ Amerlca laborate with O’Neill’s team,

to be planted at 12 different'loca-. of 3,200 trees wilt be planted at all 48 years and collect data every ﬁvc years,” - The project will cost about

tions across B.C. and the northern snjcg mcamng 153,600 trees wﬂi be | said O’Ncul R ~ $200,000 a year for four-years, with
United States. Overall, scedlings will " addcd to B.C.’s forests. B “Hopcfully, when the trees Lcach 101“ funding for tb‘c‘,'projc;_ct provided by
.be planted in 48 different locations, 12 - “We’ll grow the trees at these 48 or 15 years, we’ll be able to come up 7. the B.C. Forests Genetics Council and

a year for the next four years. A total  reforestation trials for upwards of 20 with some information to refine refor-  the B.C. Forests Science Program.’



